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“In pursuit of excellence” 

December 2019 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 

The confidence trick to get students to believe they 
can do well is practised by all good teachers and 
crucially by many parents. The Pygmalion effect 
means that if you assume your students will succeed 
and behave they are more likely to do so. This is the 
basis of most fee paying schools, who tell their 
students from day one they are the elite and born to 
rule. The basis of this theory dates back to Harvard 
University, where a group of random less gifted 
students were identified as very able, consequently 
they out performed their more gifted peers. The 
expectation of all was that they would and did well. 
 

I believe we can learn from this study.  My father 
was poor at languages.  He wore his D grade almost 
as a badge of pride and I embarrassingly aspired to 
‘dumb down’ my French efforts to get a lesser grade 
than in my other studies.  Conversely, he talked 
incessantly about his sporting success and teams 
played for and I competed fiercely to outperform his 
representative honours.  Human confidence is a 
fragile characteristic.  The more success students 
have, the more they practice.  The more they 
experience different opportunities, the more 
success they will have and your support in all their 
studies and our activities is essential. I have been 
impressed by the variety of trips offered and taken 
up, with my favourites being: 
 

 Year 7 
students 
decorated 
the St. John's 
Church 
Christmas 
tree with 
decorations 
they made in 
design 
technology 
using materials often discarded as rubbish. 

 30 year 8 students competing in the outdoor 
educational trip to Llanrug, abseiling, river walks 
and teamwork were just some of their 
achievements. 

 
Well done to: 
 

 Year 8 historians who 
took part in The 
National Archive Pilot 
Scheme 2019. They 
conducted 
independent 
research on how the 
dissolution of the monasteries affected their 
hometown of Worcester.  

 Year 9 food students who worked in teams to 
create chicken and chorizo paella, learning 
about the career in the Navy.  

 The following students who gave up part of their 
summer holidays to volunteer as 'Reading 
Hacks'.  Megan Martin Y10 SDPK, Tamsin 
Fletcher Y9 SDPK, Molly Knowles Y9 BGC, Amy 
Luton Y8 DSLS, Alex Griffiths Y8 SCHCE, Harrison 
Ricketts Y10 PALH, Kaiya Budd Y10 CLAH, Mollie 
Mountford Y8 SSRE, Heidi Tomkins Y8 PALH. 

 Tia Francis Y9 SCJBM who has achieved her 2nd 
Dan Karate Black Belt. 

 Mrs Stephenson, 
LRC Manager, 
who was a winner 
in the 
Worcestershire 
‘Stars in Our 
Schools’. 

 Mrs Johnson who 
won the Malvern ‘Enviro Week’ photograph 
competition.  Her photographs were exhibited 
at Great Malvern Priory. 
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 Mrs Morgan who won the prestigious ‘Learning 
for Life Award, for nurturing talent through 
exceptional teaching’.   

 Y8/9 students learning 
Mandarin who 
competed in the heats 
of the British Council 
National Speaking 
Competition. The 
'group' entry and 
Bevan Caleia-Ferreira 
have been selected to 
go through to the final 
of the competition. 

 

Sporting Update 
50 students competed in the School Games County 
Trampolining Competition which we hosted. Our 
students excelled.  We had individual and team 
golds in three categories: 
Inter 1 winner was Nina Davies. The winning team 
was Nina plus Jess Bettles and Eva Thomas. 
Inter 2 winner was Romillie Lockyer. The winning 
team was Romillie plus Alice Taylor and Hannah 
Greenbrook. 
Elite winner was Hollie Biggerstaff.  The winning 
team was Hollie plus Euan Bryan and Macey Platt. 
 

Results 
Y7 Girls' Netball v TGW, Won 8 - 4 
Y7 Girls' Netball v Bishop Perowne, Won 5 - 2  
Y7 'B' Boys' Football v TGW, Lost 
Y8 Boys' Football v Droitwich, Won 2 - 1  
Y8 'B' Boys' Football v TGW, Won 
Y8 Girls' Netball v TGW, Lost 8 - 4  
Y8, Girls' Netball v Bishop Perowne, Won 10 - 7 
Y8 Girls' Football v Bewdley, Away, Lost 7 - 6  
Y9 Boys' Football v Arrowvale, Away, Lost 2 - 1 
Y9 Boys' Basketball v TGW, Away, Won 84 - 13 
Y10 Boys' Football v Droitwich, Away, Lost 6 - 1  
Y11 Boys' Rugby v Dyson Perrins, Lost 27 - 10 
Sixth Form Football, County cup v De Montfort, won 
4-1 
 

Drama Department Update 
35 students were involved in free workshops with 
Vamos Theatre and the University of Worcester.  
'Annie' rehearsals are well under way including a 
real life 'Sandy'. The set build is happening in 
January and if you want to get involved, either 
onstage or backstage, for any of the projects, drop 
into the Performing Arts Studio and have a chat with 
Miss Dufty. 
 

House Competition Update 
Current standings are: 
 

1st – Pankhurst  5th – Da Vinci 
2nd – Brunel   6th – Shakespeare  
Joint 3rd – Curie and Seacole  
 

So far this year in the race for the house cup, 
students have written about their summer reads, 
baked 116 ghoulish cakes and taken part in a 
chopstick relay challenge. 
 

 

Apply to our Sixth Form 
 

https://christopherwhitehead.co.uk/sixth-form-
application-form/ 
 

It’s a very separate area of the school, a 9.45am 
start, no wasted time, no traffic queuing, no 
cancelled lessons – what is not to like?  We have 
received 100 applications so far. 
 

 

Extra-Curricular Provision at CWLC 
The following activities are advertised for students 
in the weekly bulletin and these are just some of 
the clubs on offer : 

 Language Leaders, Monday lunchtime. 

 Ukulele/String Club, Monday lunchtime. 

 Costume Club, Tuesday lunchtime. 

 Debate Club, Tuesday lunchtime. 

 Irish Dance Club, Tuesday 1.10 – 1.35pm. 

 Gymnastics Club, Wednesday mornings 7.30am.  

 Pol Soc, Wednesday lunchtimes.  

 Happiness Club, Wednesday lunchtimes. 

 DofE, Year 9 Bronze Award, Thursday 
lunchtimes. 

 Games Club, Thursday lunchtimes.   

 Book and Biscuits in the LRC. 

 GCSE Graphics support/catch up club – every 
Thursday 3.20pm – 4.30pm.   

 Film club – Fridays 3.30pm – 5.00pm in the LRC, 
drinks and snacks provided. 

 Health & Social Care Support, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday lunchtimes, Thursday after 
school.   

 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Wed 18-Dec School Christmas Dinner 

Thu 19-Dec Carol Service at Worcester Cathedral 

Fri 20-Dec 
End of Term – students leave at 
approximately 1.10pm. 

Mon 06-Jan Spring Term Starts 8.35am 

Thu 30-Jan Y9 Parents’ Evening 

Fri 31-Jan TED – school closed to students 
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