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Our Ref: NM/KW 
16 March 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 

The COVID-19 escalating situation is presenting a number of challenges.  I therefore want to clarify 
the overview of current procedures at Christopher Whitehead and hopefully reassure students and 
parents. 
 

I receive daily updates, advice and guidance from Public Health England and the Department for 
Education.  This is what the school will follow.  The latest guidance is clear: 
 

 No school should close unless advised to do so by Public Health England. 

 Staff and students should stay at home if they are unwell with a new continuous cough or a high 
temperature.  If you have these symptoms, however mild, stay at home and do not leave your 
house for 7 days from when your symptoms started. You do not need to call NHS 111 to go into 
self-isolation. If your symptoms worsen during home isolation or are no better after 7 days, 
contact NHS 111 online. If you have no internet access, you should call NHS 111. The DfE free 
helpline 0800 046 8687 can also give further guidance. 

 

The school is preparing emergency plans for a partial or full closure.  This would be communicated via 
the usual channels: our website https://christopherwhitehead.co.uk and the Worcestershire Local 
Authority website http://www.worcestershire.gov.uk/info/20062/schools/874/school_closures. 
 

Students are being made aware of how to work independently, online or via key work packs. 
 

To try to minimise the risk of spreading infection we have followed advice to: 
 

 Postpone clubs, after school matches and the school show ‘Annie’. 

 Cancel all foreign trips.  We will be writing to all parents of the six foreign trips affected and are 
currently in consultation with our insurance/travel companies.  Please ‘bear’ with us at this 
exceptional time. 

 Limit the number of visitors who attend the school.  Please only come to invited meetings is the 
current, polite request. 

 

We hope that by being proactive, sensible and, crucially, diligent in our personal hygiene we can limit 
and slow down the infection. 
 

This Friday, we are asking for voluntary food donations for the depleted Worcester Foodbank, which 
we are closely liaising with for our vulnerable families.  Key items such as: tins of tomatoes, potatoes, 
meat and fruit together with coffee and long life milk or any items that can be spared will support 
those in need or unable to get out. 
 

Thank you for your continued support during this unsettled time.  I hope that by outlining plans we 
are providing some reassurance.  I will of course notify you if the situation changes. 
 

Kindest regards 
 
 
 
Neil S Morris 
Headteacher 
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