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23 March 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Welcome to what we hope, health permitting, will be our regular update so necessary in these uncertain, 
difficult times.  The purpose of this letter will be to try to answer as many of your questions as possible.  I 
hope you will understand that it will be impossible to individually contact the many who have contacted 
the school.  The advice given below is applicable on Monday 23rd March, we have to accept this as a fluid 
interesting time.  So here goes: 
 
Why did the government shut the school but keep it open for a few? 
 
We want to get away from the phrase “school is shut”.  Staff are working remotely, resources, learning 
pack and ideas are being produced and sent home electronically.  However the safest place for all is 
home – with social distancing applying.  I would repeat:   only parents who are key workers and do not 
have a partner at home should send their children to school, and only when the key worker parent is at 
work.  This is absolutely the last resort and should only be considered when there are no other options. 
 
What is happening about Year 13 A-level and Year 11 GCSE exams and what next? 
 
See the latest guidance from the government:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-cancellation-of-gcses-as-and-a-
levels-in-2020/coronavirus-covid-19-cancellation-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2020 
 
Year 11:  All students will receive “calculated” grades in July.  These will be based on teacher predictions, 
previous assessments and coursework.  An opportunity to take an exam or re-take an exam is being 
discussed for anyone who is unhappy with their calculated.  I therefore believe these are the most 
accurate grades of the last twenty years.  Please can we not talk about the students not completing the 
course.  These are the students who will not have three GCSE exams in a day, inaccurate ranked marking, 
and ridiculous exam questions.  Instead, we can place our trust in the teachers who know them well.  
However, we still are not fully aware of how our predictions will be used to calculate grades or how they 
will be evidenced.  Our advice is to finish coursework if you can, do not throw away key assessments and 
books.  Predictions will not be solely based on mock results and will give you a “calculated grade”.  
Current year 11 intending to come to our sixth form need to prioritise current coursework.  Watch out 
for updates on your school email about “summer tasks” for your chosen A-level and/or BTEC courses 
after Easter.  If you are coming to our sixth form summer tasks are essential preparation for your KS5 
courses.  If you are moving on to another provider, you may still find our summer tasks excellent 
preparation for the next phase of your education. 
 
Year 13:  Look out for university/apprenticeship/student financial communication.  Mr Mobberley is 
available for email communication from the week beginning 30th March.  Individual universities are 
announcing that they will honour their offers. 
 
Year 11 and 13:  Can return textbooks in a box in arts block reception (Bromwich Road). 
 
FOCUS FOR NEXT WEEK:  Years 10 and 12 
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What do I do to keep my child learning? (Information for years 7 to 10 and year 12) 
 
For all students a routine has to be established.  Teachers have set work and been preparing students 
and will be setting future work proportionate to the time they would have had in lessons each week.  
Unfortunately students cannot come into school to collect books or resources as there will be no access 
to individual classrooms. 
 
Please do the following: 

 check “Edulink” – this is the primary vehicle through which teachers will be setting learning tasks 

 undertake tasks set on www.hegartymaths.co.uk 

 undertake a minimum of 30 minutes of silent reading everyday and continue to complete quizzes 

on Accelerated Reader 

 continue the email dialogues that are already occurring 

 use “The Day” website as a source of age appropriate news articles to keep students in touch 

with the wider world:  https://theday.co.uk/   

 Joe Wicks (the Body Coach) is undertaking a FREE 30 minute PE lesson daily on his YouTube 

channel, “The Body Coach TV”:  https://www.youtube.com/thebodycoachtv 

Other life skills that students could explore: 

 budgeting for the weekly shop 

 writing grammatically accurate emails to grandparents or other isolated relatives 

 cooking tea for the family  

 doing a job that contributes to the running of the household are some ideas you may wish to 

explore 

And as a familiar treat, my regular quiz, “Beat the Headteacher” will be part of the newsletter. 
 
How do I get my free school meals? 
For this week free school meals are being provided in the form of a meal bag and can be collected from  

 The arts block reception at Christopher Whitehead (Bromwich Road entrance) 

 Reception at Dines Green Primary School (Tudor Way) 

These can be collected daily between 12.30 and 12.45.   
Please can we stress that as so many things are uncertain at the moment these arrangements may be 
subject to change, but we will do our best to keep you informed. 
Receptionists will communicate via microphones in order to maintain social distancing.  Only 26 parents 
have replied to our request for the meals.  Please email n.morris@cwlc.email if you require further 
information.   
 
Finally, thank you for your numerous kind comments, too many to individually reply to.  Your kindness in 
donating to Foodbank and general support is truly appreciated.  The Christopher Whitehead community:  
staff, governors, parents and students pulling together is unique and we will come through this crisis 
stronger.  If you do have any safeguarding concerns about a young person in your family or community 
please call the police non-emergency number, 101.  Be safe, socially distant but always kind.   
 
Kind regards 
 
Neil Morris and Tess Thomas 

http://www.hegartymaths.co.uk/
https://theday.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/thebodycoachtv
mailto:n.morris@cwlc.email


Christopher Whitehead Language College & Sixth Form – continuation page 
 

 

Page 3 of 3 

 
   
 


