
RHINOs and PANDAs at Christopher Whitehead 
 

Through experience, analysis and discussion, we have identified two key types of 

student at CWLC that we should be focusing our attention on, in class and pastorally. 

These are our RHINOs and our PANDAs. 

 

Whilst we recognise that every student is an individual and has their own unique set of 

abilities and needs, by grouping students into these two familiar categories, we might 

be able to share strategies and approaches that will help them to overcome their 

barriers to learning. It might also be that, in doing this, we can pinpoint strategies that 

could also work with students who show similar traits but in different ways. 

 

Who are your RHINOs and PANDAs? 
Thinking of particular students and then seeing how far they fit the profiles can help in 

deciding on strategies to use and share. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Teaching & Learning group, we are looking at strategies that may work well 

with these two types of students using three main foci: 

 

Marking & Feedback 

Growth Mindset 

Learning Ambassadors / Student Voice 

 

These areas will form the focus on of our work and discussions in 2016, with the aim of 

identifying the strategies with the highest impact, sharing them and promoting their 

use across the school into the next academic year. 

RHINOs 
Really Here In Name Only 

are probably (but not always) 

 more likely to be boys 

 affable and easy-going 

 average to higher ability 

 know what to do to ‘get by’ 

 sometimes categorised by 

teachers and parents as ‘lazy’ 

 need lots of pushing to achieve 

potential 

 easily slip under the radar as they 

tend not to misbehave 

 just about attaining 3LP but 

probably capable of more (may 

have under-performed in KS2 test)  

 heavily influenced by peers 

 

We have a number of PP students that 

fit this profile 

 

PANDAs 
Perfectionist and Anxious 

are probably (but not always) 

 more likely to be girls 

 people-pleasers 

 high ability in a number of areas 

 do not cope well with set-backs 

and perceived failure 

 need lots of reassurance 

 tend to ‘catastrophise’ situations 

 spend hours and hours on 

homework / revision 

 fixed mindset 

 stubborn 

 may find the demands of 6th form 

challenging 

 often over-think or talk themselves 

out of challenging tasks 

 highly anxious during 

exam/assessment times 

 


