
               

 

10th September 2020 

Dear Parents 
Re: Mandarin Excellence Programme 
 
I am writing to share with you an exciting opportunity available to your child, who has a place at the school 
commencing September 2020.  Christopher Whitehead Language College is a Hub school working with University 
College London to deliver the Department for Education’s Mandarin Excellence Programme. This is an intensive 
immersion course in Mandarin Chinese and those students selected to participate in the programme will be part 
of a growing privileged national minority who will have access to fully supported teaching and enrichment 
opportunities over the coming years. 
 
Learning Chinese is an exciting, challenging and hugely rewarding experience. China is one of the world’s oldest 
and richest cultures, with over 5000 years of history and the world’s longest continuous writing system. China is 
also the most populous nation in the world and Chinese is spoken by one fifth of the world’s population – 
Mandarin Chinese is spoken not only in the People’s Republic of China and Taiwan, but also by Chinese 
communities in other Asian countries, such as Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand. In today’s global society, 
speaking Mandarin and having an understanding of Chinese culture is hugely important and with the thriving 
Chinese economy, its importance is only set to increase. 

The Department for Education’s Mandarin Excellence Programme (MEP) is delivered by University College, 
London’s Institute Of Education Confucius Institute in partnership with the British Council. The purpose of the 
programme is to deliver a minimum of 5,000 speakers of Mandarin on their way to a high level of fluency by the 
end of 2021. 

The aims:- 

 Our students are currently amongst 4000 students in the 4rd year of the programme who are on track 
to achieve a high level of fluency in Mandarin Chinese within 5 years of high school study. They learn 
Chinese for three taught hours a week in school (with additional lunchtime support and enrichment 
opportunities too, including the annual British Council led Mandarin Speaking Competition). This is an 
intensive and accelerated programme, consisting of a taught element, on-line learning, enrichment days, 
University immersion weeks and visits to China. 

 To produce highly motivated, highly skilled global citizens who will be ahead of their peers in terms of 
communication skills and employability. 

 Establish Mandarin Chinese as part of our language offer at Christopher Whitehead, which develops a 
new curriculum model and innovative blended learning opportunities for linguists.  

 
Curriculum Offer: 
Students accepted on to the programme will learn Chinese intensively in Year 7 from September 2019. This 
means students will have sufficient time to focus and build the solid foundations they need to make real progress 
in foreign languages and will also have the advantage that they can continue with the rest of their curriculum as 
normal. This group will have:- 

 3 hours a week taught Chinese (one after school lesson per week) 

 Homework, including access to quality on-line resources 

 1-2 Saturday schools (as needed/permitted) 

 2 enrichment days  

 3 day Chinese summer school (in the Summer at the end of year 7 to ‘prepare brains’ for the return to 
school and Mandarin learning – this will be organised if lockdown permits) 

 



 

Year 8/9:   Students will continue with 3 hours a week of taught Chinese.  They will take part in a China immersion 
course in China in Year 9, and a UK-based Chinese immersion course in Year 10 (on the basis that this will 
continued to be offered nationally).  Hanban (a public institution affiliated with the Chinese Ministry of Education, 
committed to providing Chinese language and cultural teaching resources and services worldwide) will ‘part fund’ 
this linguistic and cultural summer course in China, which includes 4 hours of intensive language learning every 
day, plus immersive experiences allowing students to apply their learning.  In 2019 we had our full year 8 cohort 
of 28 students going to Shanghai.  We anticipate trips to now proceed in year 9 rather than year 8. 

Year 10/11:  Students will progress to GCSE in Mandarin Chinese and will have the opportunity to take part in an 
international work experience placement in China at the end of Year 11.  They will be able to opt for a second 
European language as an additional GCSE, should they so wish too.  They may also opt to do the HSK level 3, a 
Chinese national qualification in recognition of developing fluency. 

Success to date:  Our students consistently placed within the top 10 schools nationally in their Hurdle tests in 
2019 and were on the way to further success this year before the Covid pandemic.  This year there have been 
nearly 100 schools on this increasingly popular national programme. 

How to get involved… 
Only a maximum of 30 students can be selected to take part in this programme. If you would like your child to be 
considered, please complete the initial expression of interest below and return via email to office@cwlc.email 
but please indicate that it is FAO: Mrs DeAbreu, who oversees the Mandarin Excellence programme.  Please do 
this by Friday 18th September 2020. 
 
Those interested will be invited to a socially distanced parent meeting towards the end of September/October to 
introduce the programme in greater depth and to meet students who have been studying on the programme.   
After the parent meeting, interested students will take part in a Mandarin taster lesson where their aptitude for 
language learning will be considered.  If possible,we would like parents to be actively involved in watching the 
Mandarin lesson, so that you can see the learning processes involved in acquiring the skills to communicate 
effectively.  We are looking at how this could be achieved following covid19 guidelines.  This year we have also 
had our second successful cohort of parents learning Mandarin as an evening class (offered here at the school) to 
enable increased support and understanding of student learning at home.   
 
Students will have the opportunity to be involved in further Chinese language learning during the first half term 
at CWLC to engage their interest and allow teachers to make detailed observations; before conducting a Mandarin 
aptitude test. Those who are successful will be invited to take part in the programme by letter in October 2020 
and will commence learning after the October half term. 
This programme affords a unique and exciting opportunity for your child and I hope that you will want to engage 
in this with us. 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs De Abreu 
Lead Practitioner & Associate Assistant Headteacher 
Please return this slip to office@cwlc.email making sure it is FAO: Mrs DeAbreu 
Name of student: _____________________________________ Primary school :_______________________ 
Email address (ESSENTIAL): ________________________________________  
Telephone number (ESSENTIAL): ____________________________________ 

o I would like to express an interest in my child doing the Mandarin Excellence Programme and would like 
to attend the parent meeting when my child starts at CWLC.  Please pass my contact details on to Mrs De 
Abreu at CWLC. 

Signed : ________________________________ Print name: _________________________________ 

Date:_____________________ 
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