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Dear Parents and Carers 
 

After a very surreal, stressful six months we are 
thankfully back in school.  Thank you to all the 
parents, students who have supported the return to 
school by ensuring: 
 

 Students have facemasks – only five did not. 

 Students have hand sanitiser. 
 
These two mandatory uniform requirements are 
recommendations from the World Health 
Organisation. Facemasks need to be worn between 
lessons when inside, including visits to Sainsbury’s 
when in our school uniform. 
 

 Students have the correct uniform despite some 
supplier difficulties and lengthy queues.  It is 
appreciated and students look fabulous. 

 
 97% attendance in the first nine days indicates they 
are ready for the return. 
 
Please may I ask for your support in the following 
ways: 
 

1. Year 7/8/9 students cannot come on site before 
8.35am so the early morning mass of students in 
St John’s is stressful for the community.  For 
year 7/8 parents who need to drop off earlier, 
please book into the LRC 
https://forms.gle/GY6AL278aQ9BoScPA.  
Their first lesson starts at 8.50am.  Waiting on 
wet mornings will not be fun. 

2. Ensure students bring the correct equipment – 
we cannot lend pens.  Their whiteboard and 
pens all help teacher/student interaction. 

3. Students bringing a proper reading book.  For 
some students, the learning lost is estimated at 
25%.  The brain is a muscle that with practice 
can be trained to get quicker.  Daily reading will 
enhance, embed students’ knowledge and 
widen their vocabulary.  This daily requirement 
will help students – we have 12,000 books to 
lend out in the LRC. 

4. Providing us with correct, up to date personal 
details, essential at this time. 

 
This year was the first group of Christopher 
Whitehead students who attended our sixth form 
and graduated from university.  Four first class 
honours degrees that we know about!  Well done to 
the following ex sixth formers, an array of subjects, 
a variety of talents: 
 

– Will Goodwin – a First in Criminology 
– Daniel Kilgallon – a First in Forensic Psychology 
– Joe Johns – a First in Maths 
– Catherine Darwen – First Class Honours in 

English and is about to have her first novel ‘Blue 
Stockings’ published 

 

Continuing the literary theme, congratulations to 
Cerys Wright (10PALH) who won the Worcestershire 
LitFest Young Writer Competition (Intermediate). 
 

With regards to this year’s A-level, GCSE and BTEC 
results fiasco, I will only state that this was an 
unacceptable shambles with the indifference shown 
by those involved, staggering.  This was in complete 
contrast to the impressive, calm, robust protest by 
students and their parents.  The ramifications of 
these results are still being felt and are a concern for 
year 11/13 students as places for next year’s 
apprenticeships and universities are full of students 
deferring or being asked to defer.  For year 11/13 
students, every day counts – any coursework, 
assessments, homework is an opportunity to 
provide crucial evidence to their teacher who may 
have to assess their final grade.  At the time of 
writing, they have only 150 school days left. 
 

A warm welcome to our new staff who have made 
an impressive, positive start: 
 

Daniel Anaman Teacher of ICT 
Jenny Bayliss  Teacher of Art 
Conner Bevan  Teacher of Maths 
James Jarvis  Teacher of Music 
Robert Lennard Teacher of MLF 
Lucy Poyser  Teacher of RS 
Louis Proust  Teacher of Maths 
Anna Scott  Teacher of Geography 
Lin Wang  Teacher of Mandarin 
Elizabeth Winter Teacher of Dance 
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Sansa Nie  Learning Support Assistant 
Samantha Nicholls Learning Support Assistant 
Louise Wilkinson Learning Support Assistant 
Stacey Preece  Learning Support Assistant 
Emma Hill  Learning Support Assistant 
Katherine Bruton Pastoral Support 
Megan Herring Cover Supervisor 
 

Sadly, Mrs Hann, Mr Cadwallader and Mrs 
Rewbridge depart with our gratitude and thanks. 
 

Congratulations to Mrs Moyes and Mrs Finney who 
have two lovely baby daughters. 
 

 

Student Photographs – Years 7, 9, 11 and 12  

 On Tuesday 15th September, we will be having 
school photographs for years 7, 9, 11 and 12. All 
students in these year groups will have an individual 
photograph taken. You will have the opportunity to 
buy these later in the term.  Students need to be in 
proper uniform, in blazers (with house colours on 
the pins or ties).  No extreme hairstyles or jewellery 
- see the uniform pages in the planner.  Even if 
students have PE they should come in full uniform 
NOT PE kit.  Students should bring trainers with 
them for their PE lesson. 
 

Mandarin Excellence Programme (MEP) 
For year 7 parents/students interested in 
undertaking our fabulous Mandarin Excellence 
Programme, if you have not already contacted Mrs 
De Abreu, please see the letter on our website 
https://christopherwhitehead.co.uk/mandarin-
excellence-programme/ and ensure the reply slip is 
returned.  Lessons start after October half term. 
Please look out for the explanatory video. 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Tue 15-Sep 
School photographs – Y7, 9 & 11 
and catch-ups 

Year 7 Cognitive Ability Tests (CATs) 
Please bring a pair of wired earphones. 
On their allocated day, students need to arrive at 
school by 8.30am. This is 20 minutes earlier than 
usual. After sanitising their hands, they must go 
straight to the computer room they will have been 
assigned to. 
Thu 17-Sep F band only 

Fri 18-Sep S band only 

Thu 1st Oct 
Virtual meet the teacher 
evening, Y7 and Y12 – details to 
follow 

Fri 2nd Oct TED (School closed to students) 

COVID-19 Update 
 

If student displays 
symptoms 

 Teacher to send 
student to the 
medical room and 
to tell the student 
to keep 2 metres 
away from anyone 
they pass and not 
to touch anything. 

 Teacher to inform 
Medical 
Coordinator 
(MedCo) by phone 
so they are aware 
student will arrive 
shortly.  MedCo to 
arrange safe and 
secure location for 
student. 

If staff member 
displays symptoms 

 Staff member to 
contact reception 
by email, who 
contacts first call to 
remove any 
students while 
room is cleaned. 
Reception contacts 
site manager to 
arrange deep clean, 
informs MedCo and 
the deputy for cover 
implications. 

 If teaching, wait for 
first call to arrive 
then sign out and 
leave the site 

  
The symptomatic student/staff member is to: 

 To contact NHS 111 to seek advice on their 

need for testing and who in the household 

should self isolate for 14 days.  

 Any test results are to be notified to the 

school as soon as possible. 

  
If test is negative 
The student/staff 
member can return to 
school if they feel well 
and no longer have 
symptoms, and 
members of their 
household can stop 
self-isolating.  

If test is positive 
The local health 
protection team will be 
contacted to carry out a 
rapid risk assessment. 
We will follow their 
advice and inform staff 
and students 
accordingly. 

 

Government guidance for households: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covi
d-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-
guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-
covid-19-infection 
 

At the current time, we are following advice 
regarding after school meetings with open evenings 
and parents’ evenings going to be undertaken 
remotely.  Please look out for our school video, 
which will be on the school website shortly. 
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