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Our Ref: NM/KW 
1 November 2021 
 
Via email: 2022 Skip Trip Group on EduLink 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 

It is with great sadness that I must report that the 2022 Ski Trip organised by Mrs Burgess must be postponed 
until February 2023 due to ongoing and developing COVID restrictions. I know Mrs Burgess has thought long 
and hard about this over the last week and she has researched local and national school responses to the ever 
changing COVID situation both in the UK and abroad. 
 

We have delayed making this decision for as long as possible and have held out far longer than many local 
schools and school ski companies. 
 

In addition to the normal risk assessments and contingency plans for potential ski accidents staff have had to 
consider a number of wide ranging issues related to COVID. The first one is that the journey to Austria passes 
through France, Belgium and Germany. In the last few weeks the UK has moved onto the amber and red lists 
of France and Belgium. This means that minors aged 12-18 must provide a negative antigen test at the border 
in order to enter the country. 
 

Austria is currently in ‘Step 1’. This would mean that students would have to provide a daily negative antigen 
test in order to board the cable car to go skiing. Should Austria move to ‘Step 2’ this would change to a daily 
PCR test which is clearly not a viable option for 65 students each day. 
 

Any positive test, at any stage, would require the student and those in close contact (Austrian rules about 
close contacts differ from the UK) to self- isolate for 10 days. This would be anyone sharing a hotel room or 
sitting within 2m of the positive test student on the coach journey. Whilst the hotel were happy to provide us 
with an ‘isolation room’, 10 days alone in a foreign hotel room is not an attractive prospect to a teenager. The 
isolation period would not coincide with the journey home and so further arrangements would then need to 
be made to transport any remaining students and accompanying staff back from Austria after their 10 day 
period/s had ended. 
 

Currently apres ski activities in resorts are only open for those who have been double vaccinated or again who 
can provide a negative test. Many of the activities have yet to reopen. 
 

With the restrictions above i.e. 500+ lateral flow tests to administer/supervise and the potential for having 
students and staff left behind in Austria for up to 10 days, we feel the most sensible option is to postpone the 
trip. We understand that this will be very disappointing for the students as, for some, it will be their second 
postponement. We cannot predict how the next 4 months will develop in terms of COVID restrictions in any of 
the European countries we need to pass through, or Austria or, indeed the UK. Hotels, ferries, coaches etc 
needed answers in the next few days so we were forced to make this sad decision. 
 

All monies paid will be refunded unless the student wishes to transfer onto the 2023 trip. 
 

Please can you contact Mrs Burgess and let her know if you require a refund or the name to be transferred 
onto the 2023 list. Any year 11 student who is intending to apply for CWLC sixth form will be welcome on the 
2023 trip. 
 

Kind regards 
 
 
 
Neil S Morris 
Headteacher 
 


